Curriculum Corner
Friday, August 25,2011

Mendota Elementary School and Mendota High School
Mendota High School

In the Rearview Mirror…..
…Thanks to all the teachers with whom I had the chance to visit with in our buildings this week.  Those small brief conversations and observations go along way to providing the support necessary for your students.  I will be in buildings on the following schedule this year – Tuesday and Thursday.  It was great to see all the work that you are doing with our kids.

…..Thanks to all who attended the technology workshop with EDUTek.  I have copies of the training and instructional guides if you need them.  Please let me know if you are having difficulties with the wireless slates.  Math, Science and Social Studies Dept have the student response systems (aka. “clickers”) if you would like to try them in your classroom.    Software compatible with the interactive lcd projectors should be installed now.  You can also access this software with any LCD projector for use without the interative capabilities.
Here’s What is Coming…….

…We still have room for additional teachers to participate in a second cohort on “Differentiated Instruction”.  Lori Johnson will be providing  the instruction on September  16, 2011 and November 15, 2011.  Please contact me if you have an interest in begin a part of this second cohort.

…We are still seeking teachers to participate in the Illini Cloud Grant.  The grant will be a two year experience in learning how to access, analyze, and apply the use of data to inform and impact instruction.  Please contact me if you would like to take part in the series of workshops and educational sessions that will be a part of this grant.
….Curriculum Committee Submissions – Deadline September 2, 2011

…. English Language Arts and Math Workshops are available through the ROE at a reasonable cost.  They are focused on developing strategies for the integration of the Common Core Standards.  Please contact me if you have an interest in attending.  

Mendota Elementary School
In the Rearview Mirror…..

…Thanks to all the teachers with whom I had the chance to visit with in our buildings this week.  Those small brief conversations and observations go along way to providing the support necessary for your students.  I will be in buildings on the following schedule this year – Monday – Northbrook, Wednesday-Blackstone, Friday-Lincoln.  It was great to see all the work that you are doing with our kids.

Here’s What is Coming…….

…6-8 Teachers will be participating in a series of book discussions.  The objective of the book discussions is to provide teachers with an opportunity to read, discuss, and implement current strategies from a recent text.  This fall each content area and our exploratory teachers will have the opportunity to read the following books:

English-Language Arts
6+1 Traits for the Middle Grades

Science


Developing Inquiry Based Lessons

Social Studies

Just Tell Me What I Need to Know

Mathematics

5 Practices for Better Mathematics Discussions
Exploratory

Building Better Vocabulary

…..Curriculum Meetings – Team Planning Time


Monday, August 29,2011



ELA 
6th Videgar/Klein  7th Safranek/Poremba   8th Letrich/Taylor

…. English Language Arts and Math Workshops are available through the ROE at a reasonable cost.  They are focused on developing strategies for the integration of the Common Core Standards.  Please contact me if you have an interest in attending.  

